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At a glance: 
• The results from the 2021 census show that there are 546,400 people living in 

Bradford District  

• This is an increase of 4,300 people since the mid-2020 population estimates were 
published in June 2021 and 23,950 people since the last Census in 2011 

• The under-15 population forms 21.4% of the District’s population – the largest 
percentage in the region 

• The District’s population consists of 279,200 (51%) females and 267,500 (49%) males 

• There are 209,900 households and a population density of 1,491 people per sq km 

• Bradford is the fifth largest metropolitan borough council in England in terms of 
population (after Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester) 

 
Introduction 
The first set of results from the 2021 Census show that the total population for Bradford District 
is 546,400. This is an increase of 4,300 since the mid-2020 population estimates were 
published in June 2021 and an increase of 23,950 people since the 2011 Census. 
 

Population breakdown 
A large part of Bradford’s population is dominated by the younger age groups. The under-15 
population forms 21.4% of the District’s population. This is the fourth highest percentage in 
England after the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, Slough Borough Council and 
Luton Borough Council and the largest percentage in the region.  
 
63.4% of the District’s population is aged between 15 and 64 and 15.2% is aged 65 and over.  
 
Since the last census in 2011 there has been an increase of nearly two percentage points in 
the number of people aged 65 and over and a decrease in the percentage of young and 
working age people. 
 

Bradford compared with other local authorities  
Bradford is the fifth largest metropolitan borough council in England in terms of population 
(after Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester) 
 

Households 
Bradford has a total of 209,900 households, an increase of 10,604 (5.3%) since the 2011 
Census. The District has a population density of 1,491 people per sq km – this is an increase 
of 63 people per sq km since the 2011 Census and the highest rate in West Yorkshire. 
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The first set of results from the 2021 Census of England and Wales were published on 28th 
June 2022. The data is available at District level and above and comprises the total 
population by sex and five-year age bands, the total number of households and population 
density. 
ONS will be publishing other main data from the Census within two years of the Census 
data. This will also become available at Ward, LSOA and MSOA level. On-the-day alerts and 
briefing notes will be produced as soon as the information at these levels becomes available 

 
 

Data sources and further information 
The next bulletin in this series will provide more detailed information about the population 
totals and will be published on Monday 4th July 2022 
Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) 2021 Census for England and Wales 
Link: www.ons.gov.uk/census  

 
 

__ 
Contact: Catriona Colborn  
Email: catriona.colborn@bradford.gov.uk   Telephone: 07971 014319 
Office of the Chief Executive, 
City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, 
Unless marked otherwise, you are free to use the content of this bulletin in your own work 
as long as you quote the source. 

 
The wording in this publication can be made available in other formats such as 
large print. Please call 07971 014319 
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