The Great Northern
Railway Trail

Possible access via
Bridleway Bingley 219 &
Denholme 40



When the Draft map of rights of way was published in 1952
the whole of the route was recorded as a bridleway....




However, there is another version of the Draft Map for the
Denholme district showing bridleway no. 40 hatched over in
purple — indicating it is a footpath.




The accompanying 1952 statement shows that 40 was first
recorded as a cart road/road used as a public path, but later
altered to a ‘Bridle Road"....




This came about as a result of a number of policy decisions made by
the County Council. This internal memo dated 1954 suggests
reducing the width of paths to ‘define’ the council’s liability.....




...and another memo weeks later, states that the record
cannot be altered until the Definitive Map is reviewed.




In 1957, as the publication of the Provisional Map approached (i.e.
the next review), the County Engineer wrote to the Clerk of the
WRCC explaining that he had decided that the term ‘bridle road’
should be replaced with ‘bridleway’ in the statements.




However, the Clerk of the County Council recommended that
it would be undesirable to modify the Draft Map in this
manner, unless formal ‘outside or recommendations have
been received’.




The Schedule of objections and representations prepared for
Denholme in June 1957, shows that only 1 objection had been
received




In the absence of formal objections and representations, Mr. Gowling
of WRCC contacted Denholme UDC to let them know that they could
submit amendments to the Draft Map prior to the publication of the
Provisional version.




To

L0, Berry, Eag, ,
Clerk to Demhclme Urben District Council,

Comecil Offices,
mm NATTONAL PARKS AXD ACCESS TO
THE COUNTRYSIDE ACT, 1949.

NOTICE IS HEREBY CIVEN that the County Council of tne Viest
Riding of Ycrkshire in exercise of tie powers corferred on them Ly
Sub=gection 3 ¢7 Section 29 of the Neiional Parks and Access to0 the
Countryside Act, 1943, have made the determinatisns indicated in the
Schedule hereic with regard to %us ohjection[rcgresentation which you
have made in respact of the particulers contained in the draft rights
of way mep and sietements prepared under Section 27 of the above

w That the deseription of the width be saended
to b £ty

w That the description of the width be amended
to b £

m That the dsseription of the width de amandec .
to & Ity %



Here is the Provisional Statement showing the status of Path
no. 40 reduced from Bridle road to Footpath and the width
reduced from 15 feet to 4 feet.




Conclusion:

This rights of way anomaly will need to be addressed before the cut-
off date for claims in 2026.




Denholme 40 is wrongly recorded as a footpath because:

 No objection to the initial bridleway status by the then owners
has been found on the files.

« The decision to downgrade the path to footpath was an
internal council matter only — which is dubious.

« The changes were not advertised, therefore there was no
opportunity for the public to make any objection or
representation.

« The historical documentary evidence points to the route being

an ancient cartway used by the public which the owners had
an obligation to repair.



Some of the old maps

1818 Map of the Township of Wilsden




1850 Thornton Tithe Map
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1852 First Ordnance Survey - 6 inch to 1 mile
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1913 Ordnance Survey - 1 inch to 1 mile




1947 Geographia Road Map
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