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[image: image1.png]THE BLUE BELL, HAWORTH AND
TOLLER LANE TURNPIKE TRUST'

BY H. 1. JUDSON, MA.

formed in 1706 to manage a certain highway
between Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire.
Previously the roads were the responsibility of the
inhabitants of the township through which the road
passed. To this law a clause was added by the Highway
Act of 1555 ordering the inhabitants above the position
of a hired labourer to meet with horses and carts and
give six days’ labour to the repair of the road once a
year. To ensure this ‘ Statute Labour’ being properly
done one of the residents was chosen as Surveyor.
This was an unpleasant task and the work was
frequently confined to filling up ruts with earth taken
out of the ditches. Frequent Highway Acts did little
to improve matters. In the reign of Charles II it was
lanned to give power to the magistrates at Quarter
ions to levy tolls for road repairs but in the end it
was left to private enterprise to do this after the
landowners whose land lay along the route began to
take an interest in making traffic easier and safer. The
necessary capital was raised among the Trustees and
by public subscription in answer to advertisements in
the papers offering four-and-a-half or five per cent.
interest secured on the tolls.

THE first of the turnpike trusts in England was




[image: image2.png]_The turnpikes were not universally popular. The
carriers who had made loud complaints about bad
roads were equally loud about the prospective tolls.
Local inhabitants also sometimes opposed them; for
example, those of Addingham in 1755, when the
Addingham and Colne Turnpike was being planned,
on the grounds that it would be very expensive and
prejudicial to them?. Heavy charges were made by
some Jandowners when land had to be bought to
make a diversion of the road. The Blue Bell Trust,
however, was able to keep to the road used from
very early times, the old Pontefract and Clitheroe
Road’, for the greater part, if not entirely, passing
through the manor of Bradford up to Two Laws from
which there was a short séction which was repaired by
the inhabitants of Oakworth up to the Lancashire
border'. An early mention of road repair is that given
in the accounts of Henry de Lascy for 1295, when the
tenant of Blackhow, near Colne, was responsible for a
section of road there.




[image: image3.png]then on to Cam Hill Cross’, an old wayside cross of
which only the base remains. Past Two Laws the road
branches, the one part leading to Oakworth and
Keighley, but under the same Trust, the other down a
steep hill to Scartop and by other sharp ascents and
descents through Stanbury, Sladen Bridge, Haworth
Main Street, Haworth Brow, Flappit, Hewenden Brow
and forward to Toller Lane and Bradford

In 1755 a survey was made of the cost of repairing
the road from Toller Lane to Two Laws. There were
five sections: (a) from Toller Lane Gate - over
Cottingley Moor; (b) from Cottingley Moor to
Cullingworth ; (c) from Cullingworth Gate to a house
in Haworth Bank, a little above Brighousc; (d) from
the house in the bank to the new chapel on the west
side of Haworth ; and (e) from the chapel to Two Laws:

The first two sections were to cost 10s. 6d. a rood ;
two bridges were planned at Ponden Mill and Sladen
costing 370i. 10s. and 20li., respectively ; the bridge at
Brighouse was to be widened by two yards and the stay
wall raised at a cost of 15li. There was “ no immediate
necessity about’ the bridges” but the filling of the
slacks and settling of hills along the route was to be
begun at once and finished within two years at a cost
of 1,250li., the work being let to John Gott, Abraham
Rhodes and Thomas Rhodes. Settling hills and filling
slacks was necessary at Two Laws, Ponden,
Stanbury, Haworth Moor, Brighouse and “ Hounding "
(Hewenden?) Mill, but no raising or lowering seems
to have been greater than five feet, that being also the
extra width given to the road at the widenings.
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Laws and from Chellow Height to Cullingworth Field
low corner, including the Hewenden Brow part, were
to be finished. In the following year, 1757, arrange-
ments were made with Lancashire landowners to repair
roads adjoining their land between Laneshaw Bridge
and Colne for which 9s. a rood was allowed in one case
and 13s. 6d. in another. Five shillings a rood was
allowed to Richard Emmott for making u(p: 240 roods
between Laneshaw Bridge and Ratten Clough and
another thirty-eight and a half roods between Laneshaw
Bridge Water and Emmott Lane to standard turnpike
condition, costing in all 79li. 5s. for which he became
a creditor to the Trust.

In 1758 tolls at Hewenden Brow, Haworth and
Two Laws were fixed for waggons bringing coals from
Denholme. A charge of 6d. was made for those drawn
by six horses, and for others the same rate per horse.
If the horses were going for coal 3d. each was charged.




[image: image5.png]to view them and offer the land at a valuation. If this
were not accepted then buildings and walls built on the
encroachments were to be pulled down.

Jonas Sugden, owner of the Brown Hill Delf, had
encroached for a_distance of 198 feet between
Cullingworth and Flappit Springs. John Greenwood,
of Coat (?), in Bingley parish, similarly had taken
in land for 547 feet between Ending and Flappit
Springs; and James Weatherhead, who kept the
inn at Flappit Springs, had encroached for 766
feet between his inn and Hub Cross. In these
cases the encroachments were mostly about eight or
ten feet in depth. Strips of the Two Laws and Keighley
Turnpike had also been occupied. In Oakworth a
strip of 244 yards had been taken at Dry Clough by
Richard Wainman or_his ancestors for which he paid
1li. 1s. 6d.; in Lane Ends Isaac Butterfield had made
an encroachment in front of his house for which he
paid 8s. 6d.; in Lidget Jonathan Gill had built a peat-
house for which he was charged 2s. 6d.; in Bogthorn
Abraham Moore gave 2/i. 4s. for absolute purchase of
352 yards, and John Sugden of Bracken Bank paid
8li. 19s. 43d. for 485 yards between Crown Point and
the Smithy. Other amounts paid were 1li. 16s. 8d. by
John Craven, carpenter, at the New School House,
Sykes Head, for 220 yards and 10s. for another 60
yards; William Newsholme of New House for 871
yards at Middle Intake paid 8/i. 1s. 10d.; John Baynes
of Skipton, 4li. for 160 yards at Seed Hill, Keighley ;
and Richard Hodgson 8li. 17s. 9d. for 382 yards at
Crown Point.





