
Appendix 8.2b 

Repair of Occupation Roads in Wilsden 

A law suit of 1252
1
 records that the land in Wilsden between the road called Hewendengate and 

Denholme, over which Bingley 219 travels, was in possession of the monks of Byland Abbey.  The 

monks had the right to make “assart and cultivate or of it make meadow and enclose it at will”. 

Therefore it is likely that the fields, roads and ways through it were set out at an early date.  

Most of the land capable of cultivation in Wilsden had been inclosed by agreement before the 

beginning of the 19
th

 century, with the liability for the maintenance of roads usually falling upon the 

occupants of the land over which they ran (Ratione Clausurae). The most significant of these 

agreements occurred in 1584 and 1670.  

Bradford Observer 7
th

 November 1867 

In 1867, this report of a meeting of Wilsden Local Board of Health provides evidence that Mr 

Ferrand, the Lord of the Manor, was liable for the repair of Hallas Lane (now bridleway Bingley 204). 

1
 Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Record Series “Yorkshire Fines” 1246-72. MCCLIX. 



Bradford Observer 1875 – A report of a meeting of Wilsden Local Board 

In 1875, it was reported that the occupation roads at Wilsden Hill were neglected and a sketch 

should be made showing which tenants were liable for their repair (Footpaths 189,190 & 245). 

“

Minutes of Bingley Local Board – 17
th

 June 1907 

In 1907, it was reported that another road at Wilsden Hill was out of repair. 



Minutes of Bingley Local Board - 20
th

 December 1909 

In the period between 1909 and 1912 the owners fronting New Laithe Lane were repeatedly asked 

to repair their road, (now footpath Bingley 245).  

20
th

 June 1910 

18
th

 March 1912 



Until finally in 1913 a Notice to metal was served on the owners, in which it is quite clearly referred 

to as a carriageway.  


